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Lord Biſhop of Bangor. 


| under your Patronage : Z 
| taking this Opportunity to expreſs that at 

| Senſe I have of the Injury that hath 
| dane to your Lordſhip, in torturing a Mean- | 
ing out of the Words of your moſt excellent 
Preſervative and Sermon, contrary to the 
plain Deſign of thoſe Diſcourſes, contrary 
to your own Abſolutely's and Properly's, 
thoſe ſtrong univocal Terms you choſe o 
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Right Reverend Father 1 in God 


BENJAMIN 


My Honoured Lord, 


MO IVE me Leave to do my ſelf 1 
ng this Di ſcourſe 
7 am ambitious of 


Honour of putti 


guard your "moſt admirable Thoughts a arnſt 


* arbitrary Miſc conſtruffions. 5 
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iv EP piſtle Dedicatory. 


My Lord, thoſe great Services you bave 


done for the Revolution and om preſent 


Civil Eſtabliſhment will never be pardon d; 


the higheſt Intrenchment you can rai ſẽ for 5 
your Defenſe will be unable to ſecure your 
Sacred Character , againſt the Envy and 


Malice of a ſort of Men among ſt us, who 


hate the very Ground upon which you ſtand. 


| Your Lordſhip hath the Honour (give 


me leave to uſe that Word) to be the Head 
of that Cauſe; where every Perſon that is 
hearty in it, is ſure to be reproached, as an 
Enemy to the Church of England, as an 
Enemy to her primitive Polity and Order, 
by furious Facobites and Popiſh Bigots ; 
ſuch hard Treatment is to be eæpected from 
that Sett of Men, whoſe Panegyricks diſho- 
nour, whoſe very Praiſes defile the Chara- 
Fer they would adorn ; but Uleſſed is your 
Lordſhip when ſuch Men revile you and 


per ſecute ou. 
| 1 have not preſumed, my Lord, to cn. 
cern my ſelf with the Merit of the Contro- 


4 


4 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 'V 


verſy, no Hand but your own is equal to the 
Mor; your Enemies have already felt the 
5 Broth of your calm undiſturbed Reaſon- 


mg, Sate, with the Spirit f Humanity 


and Candor; your Innocence hath Tenge d - 
over Slander and Detraction. 


= Defion, my Lord, is to vindicate the 


Paſtoral Offices of the Goſpel Miniſtry, of 
that Miniſtry your Lordſhip, in the incom- 
parable Pieces juſt mentioned, hath deli- 
vered from the Abuſes and Uſurpations of 

Popery, from thoſe adulterous Colours that 
were put upon it by the envenom'd Hands of 
the moſt furious Jacobites. 


Gin me Jeave to take Notice of the con- 
cluding Croilities of your Lordſhip's Oppo- 
nents in this Controverſy, how critical thoſe 
3 Writers are, to diſtinguiſh betwixt your 
Epi ſcopal Character and your Perſon ; how 
they 7 ew an open Enmity to the Reverend 5 
Doctor Hoadly, even whilſt they are com- 
55 plementing the Biſhop of Bangor. But, 
my Lord, I can with Satisfaction aſſure 
= that I „ mncerely bonour you as you are 


a Spi- 
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vi Ehpiſtle Dedicatory. 
4 Spiritual Father of the Church, and that 


J Honour you for your own Merits, for thoſe 
uncommon Perſonal Gifts God: hath be- 


fowed upon you, and which you have ſuc- 


 cefsfully uſed, in vindicating his pure Re- 
Igion aoainſt Superſtition, and our Civil 
Liberties againſt Oppreſſton and I yranny.. 
I have a particular Ambition, my Lord, _ 


write my ſelf, | 
00 1 0 R D, 
Tow Lordi p's moſt duti ful 


and moſt obedient Servant, 


Anthony Holbrook. 


chat. 
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The Paſtoral and Magiſterial D uTl ES 


of the Goſpel Miniftry vindicated, in 
an an Expoſii tion of 


St. Matthew 28. 20. 


; And lo, I am with you aloe, even unto 


the End of the World. 


HE fatal Controverſy that hath 1 
ed in this Church about the Meaning 
and Deſign of my Lord of Bangor in his 
Preſervative and Sermon, hath of late 


taken up the Time, the Diſcourſe, and Thoughts 


of all ſorts of People whe are curious in Matters 
of this extraordinary nature; and it muſt be own'd. 


with Grief, that the herce contradicting Spirit that 
| hath animated this Debate on the ſide of my Lord's 
Opponents , hath afforded Matter of Triumph 
to the Enemies of the Miniſterial Character, but 
of melancholy Conſideration to thoſe pious People 


who arc hearty in the common Cauſe of reveald = 


Religion. 


The Noiſe of this 88 "OR ſoon reach'd = 


our Country Retreats, and diſturbed with croſs 
_ unfriend] 


5. Altercations our Rural Quiet; the Pre- 
intereſts, and Paſſions of Men, engag d in 


judices, 


KA 

the Quarrel with- their uſual Fire and Inveteracy; 

and our Men of Liberty and Fancy hence took oc- 

cafion to turn the Sacred Character into Ridicule, 
and to expoſe the Infirmities and Paſſions of the 

Fathers of our Church. 

I ſoon became ſick of the Impreſſic ons of this 5 
Controverſy, and deſpaired to find out the Merit 
of the Cauſe amongſt thoſe Paſſions and Contra- 

dictions that worked in the Management of it; 
therefore to give my ſelf the beſt Information TL 

could get of the Duties of the. Goſpel Miniſtry, „. 
which were now become the common Themes of 
our Blue Aprons and Plow-men, I applied my lei- 
ſure Hours in ſearching the Scripture Account of 
this Matter, and to put together thoſe I houghts 

that occurred to me in this Search ; and thoſe 
Thoughts I formed upon this re are thoſe 1 

now offer to the Public. 

This Text of holy Scripture, St. 2 0 

And lo, I am with you always, even unto the End of * 
the World, being the principal Pillar and Founda- 
tion upon which the perpetual Viſibility of the 
Church of Chriſt upon Earth, a Succeſſion in the 

_ Goſpel Miniſtry, and the continual Preſence of 
- Chriſt, in the Operations of his Spirit with his 

Miniſters, in the Execution of their Paſtoral Du- 

ties, are built, I conceive it will be highly conve- 
nient to weigh the true oper 2 par of this Scrip- 

ture. 

1 muſt conſe Lam much inclined to peng * 

few Words upon this Scriptural Phraſe, I am with 
Jou to the End of the World, becauſe I amv of Opi- 
nion it is miſerably perverted, and put forth under 
falſe Colours, by the Adverſaries of the Miniſterial 
Character, who pretend to have a delicate Taſte Thy 
for the critical Propriety of it. 

What I have obſerved in the Scripture innen 


logy concerning this Term owince fs di, which 
- 36 


| — 


194 


in our Engliſh Verſion is rendred the End of the 
World, 1s this, that this Phraſe is equivocal a- 
mongſt the holy Writers, expreſſing very oppoſite 
Ideas; but I am poſitive that this Phraſe in the- 


Ne Teſtament never ſignifies a Period of Time, 


determinable within the Compaſs of the natural 
Lives of Men, the favourite Fancy of thoſe Heads 


who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves upon this Text 
in their Enmity to the Miniſterial Character. 


This Greek Term a, among the Seventy Tran- 
lators of the Old Bible, from whom it is very 
obſervable () that the Writers of the Goſpel bor- 


rowed moſt of their particular Greek Phraſes and 
| Idioms, carries various Significations; amongſt 


theſe it ſometimes ſignifies Eternity, ſometimes an 


Age, ſometimes the Duration of the viſible mate- 


rial Creation, from its Beginning to its final Con- 


 cluſion ; ſometimes the Duration of the Law of 


Moſes, from its original Eſtabliſhment to its final 


Conſummation in the Fromulgation and Settle- 
ment of the Goſpel. 


This Term d, in the Phraſe of the Writerd of 


the Goſpel bears the ſame oppoſite Meanings, 
where it ſometimes ſets out the viſible material 
Creation (b), ſometimes Eternity (c), ſometimes 
the Age of the Law of Moſes; @) and Concluſion 
and Conſummation of the Law, in the Settlement 
of the Goſpel, is called, 74n F d, ow]iAwue Ty dir 
%-, namely, the End of the Ages, and the Con- 
ſummation of the Age. 


II. The famous Rabbinical Diviſi on of the He 


' ration of the World was into theſe great Epocha's, 
namely, the 455 before the Law, n of the ; 
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0 Ad, 15. 18. (b) Mark 3. 29. Fob 4 14. (c) John 9. 32. 
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Law, and the Age of the Meſſias. The Greek Tran- 
ſlators of the Old Bible expreſs the Sæculum Moſai- 
cum, one of thoſe Epocha's, by their Term /; 
it is where they call the Aaronical (e) Prieſthood 
izelde eic I aiave, and the Moſaical Diſpenſation, 
Siablhun aldi. Now it is very plain that the Mo- 
ſaical Diſpenſation was a Temporary Inſtitution, 
that was to expire upon the Promulgation of the 
Goſpel; ſo the Term «wv, when applied by them 
to the Law of Moſes, can only ſignify a Temporary 
Duration, the Rabbinical Age of the Law. 
And it is to be obſerved that this Term e is 
once uſed by the Septuagint to ſet out the Age of 
the Meſſias, the laſt of the Rabbinical Epocha's 
it is in that remarkable Prophecy we have of the 
Me ſſias, where he is called (f) Hale os Hi. 
d:3v&, viz. the Father of the Age to come. True it is 
this Paſſage in our Englih Tranſlation is rendred 
_ everlaſting Father; but Father being the proper 
Scriptural Name of the Firſt Perſon in the bleſſed 
Trinity, and not applicable to the Son, the Second 
Perſon in the Trinity, without confounding the 
Perſons, I preſume the Greek Verſion of the Text 
that J have laid before you is the trueſt and moſt 
FO PR) a on Deb nw Eh Tn EOS 
And that I may not be thought to put a Verſion 
upon my Readers that is contrary to the Vatican 
Copy of the Septuagint, and to our own Engliſh 
Tranſlation, without good Authority, I defire that 
it may be obſerved, for my Juſtification herein, 
that the critical and ancient Father Euſebius makes 
uſe of this Verſion, as may be ſeen in the Colle&i- 
on of the various Readings of this Text, printed 
at the End of the Septuagint, publiſhed by Daniel; 
and that St. Jerom, the ableſt Textuary in the La- 
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L411 
tin Church, tranſlates the Place we are now upon 
out of the Original Hebrew in the vulgar Bible ſet 
forth by Pope Clement VIII. Pater futur feculi , 

the F ark of the Age to come, 
And that there is nothing in this Tranſlatign of 
that Text contrary to the Hebreu Original, is exi- 
dent in thoſe Obſervations theſe curious Criticks 
in that ancient Language, (g) Kircher, Buxtorf, and 
Paguin , have made upon the original Word W, 
wherein it appears that it promiſcuoully tignifics 
Eternity, or an Age, 
The Pen-men of the Goſpel bring this Idiom of 
the Seventy into their own Works, (V amongſt 
whom this Term / very frequently ſignifies an 
Age, and the Age of the Meſſius, as thoſe who are 
curious may ſee to their Satisfaction in the uſeful 
Labours of Stephens. The great Spiritual Privile- 
ges of the Age of the Meſſias are called (i) I uandiress 
N winner G aver, the Powers of the Age to come, 
(k) and the Concluſion of the Age of The Mee 7, 


CuiſiAcic αν̃ 
III. I have ſpent ſome Words and Pains i in ſet- 


ling the true Signification of this Term e:%, be- 
| cauſe I have not met with any Writer who hath 
fully conſidered all its Scriptural Meanings; and 
that the Ad juſtment of the Miniſterial Duties ſeems 
to me to depend yer much upon the true Senſe of 
this Word. : 
My Buſineſs now is to prove a Transfer of the 
Commition, (1) Go, and teach all Nations, baptizing 
them, &c. and of the Spiritual Aſſiſtance of the 
Promiſe „I am | with you abways , even unto the Eud 


. 2 1 the World. 
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£1 0 Concor. Vol. 2. p. 6555 Heb. Lex. inter l neuy Verf 
( Concord. p. 29. Heb. 6. 5. (i) Manh, 28 20. (I) Hel, 
9 26. (J) Matth. 28. 19, 20 „„ 


„ I pre- 
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I preſume it will be now no hard matter to prove 


a : Transfer of the ordinary Paſtoral Powers, of the 


Commiſſion, and of the Spiritual Aſſiſtance of the 
Promiſe, upon which the Execution of the Com- 


miſſion is encouraged. It hath been obſerved, and 


I think ſufficiently proved by the beſt Authorities, 
that the Term owſiaue ms diu ſignifies, in its true 


Scriptural Aſpect, the Expiration or Concluſion of 


that Age, of that Rabbinical Epocha of Time that 


was in Being when the Words were ſpoken; and 


it being very plain that the Sæculum Chriſtiauum, 
the Age of the Meſſias, was begun when the Com- 


miſſion was granted, when the Promiſe was given, 
in that the Epocha of the Age of the Meſſias did 
begin at his Reſ urrection, when a# Power was given 
him in Heaven and Earth to commiſſion his Diſci- 


ples to go and teach all Nations, baptizing them, &c. 


no the ordinary Powers and Duties of the Com- 
miſſion, with the Spiritual Aſſiſtance of Chriſt, the 

Promiſe upon which the Diſcharge of the Com- 

miſſion is encouraged, muſt continue in force to 

the Concluſion of the Age of the Meſſias that was 

begun, in that this Phraſe, namely, the Concluſioon 
of the Age, hath relation to the Chriſtian Age that 


was then begun. Theſe Terms owliaua 4% Gar, 


Tian F did, when they are (| 2 during the Con- 
tinuation of the Age of the Law, have relation to 


the Expiration of that Age of the Law in the Pro- 


mulgation of the Goſpel, but when they are ſpoke 
8 after the Expiration of the Age of the Law, which 


concluded at our S2v:our's Reſurrection, as they 


evidently are in the Scr ↄture that now lies before 


us, they muſt extend to the Concluſion of the Age 
of the Goſpel, and the ord: nary Paſtoral Powers 


of the S and the Soiritnal Aſſiſtance . 


a Chriſt with his Miniſters, muſt remain with them 
to the final pi of the Age ot the Meſſias. 


TV. The 


L 13-7 
IV. The Promiſe of being ſpiritually with the 
Miniſtzrs of the Goſpel, even unto the End of the 

World, cannot be concluded within the Saculum 

Apoſtolicum; namely, within the Period of the na- 


tural Lives of the Apoſtles, in that this Expoſition 


of the Words is foreign to the genuine Meaning of 


them, in all thoſe Scriptures where we meet with 


them. - 


Wie meet with this Phraſe in Six Scriptures (a) 
referr'd to in the Margin, and I conceive that in 

all thoſe Six Scriptures, it hath relation to the great 
| Rabbinical Age then in Being; namely, to the Con- 


cluſion of the Age of the Law; or to the Expirati- 
on of the Age of the Meſſias. Upon the Strength of 


this Collateral Security, we do but Juſtice to ex- 
tend the Words of the Promiſe of Chriſt to the 
Concluſion of the Chriſtian Age, that was begun 


when they were ſpoke. 


What 1s further worthy of our Obſervation in 


this Point, is, that the Goſpel according to St. 


Matthew, and the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, in which 


Holy Books the Phraſe we have been conſidering 
1s only to be found, were originally penn'd in He- 
brew by their inſpired Authors, according to the 
Teſtimony of that exact Scripturiſt and Critick (b) 
Jerom, Who knew ſuch Matters very well: So the 
Term al in the Greek Text of thoſe two hol 
Writers, is only the Tranſlation of the Original 
Hebrew W, a Word that ſignifies promiſcuouſly 
an Age or Eternity, as I have before proved from 
Kircher, Pagnin, and Buxtorf, thoſe Oracles in that 


— 


(a) Matth. 13. 39, 40, 49. Matth. 24. 3. Manth, 28. 20. 
) pe | 2 $7 


() De novo nunc loquor Teflamentoy quod Grecum eſſe non dubi- 


um eſt, excepto Apoſtolo Manheo, qui primus in Fudæa Evangelium 
Chriſti Hebraicis liters edidit. Hieron. Pref, in Evang. 


(ee) Seripſerat ut bebræus bebrass bebraice, id eſt ſuo eloquio diſer- 


tiſſime, ut ea que eloquentius ſcripta fuerunt in hebræo, eloquentius 


Verterentur in gracum. Hieron. ex Catal, Scrip. Eccleſ. 
7 7 „ „ 8 . 4 ES 4-9 5 a — 841 EE 4* | 
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very antient Language: And this ſtrengthens this 
Interpretation; Lo, I am with you always to the 
Concluſion of the Age, namely, of the Meſſias. 
V. I am not under the lcaſt Concern for thoſe 
Authors who render this Phraſe. CUVTEAELA Ts a | 
the End of the World; no, if they mean by the 
End of the World the Concluſion of the material 
Creation, I muſt own that this Phraſe ſeems to me, 
to be more properly tranſlated, the Conſummatiou 
ef the Age; and that in thoſe Scriptures where we 
meet with it, it can look no farther than the Con- 
cluſion of the Rabbinical Age then in Being, name- 
I, of the Age of the Law, or of the Age of the 
Meas, and that the other Tranſlation is too looſe, 
and a very faint Image of the Juſt Spirit of that 
Hebrew Idiom. 
The Terms of the Promiſe ind Commiſſion that 
now le before us in their natural Signification, 
look a great deal farther than the Apoſtolical Age, 
or the natural Lives of the Apo ſtles; for theſe 
Words, 1 will be with Jou Taoas Tas 8 all Days, 
do take in the whole Compaſs and Duration of the 
Chriſtian Church, for if our Lord had made this 
Promiſe only to the Apoſtles, I have the Thought 


from Our Whitby, he Org have ſaid mage; 7d; nut- 


gas wor, I will be with you all your Days; but the | 
Terms of the Promiſe in the Original being rag 
ads iutęas in all Days; the Promiſe muſt extend it 
ſeli to the Expiration and Concluſion of the Church 


of Chriſt Militant: I muſt take Notice how admi- 


rably the Spirit of the Original is preſerved in the 
| Vulgar Latin; Ecce ego vobiſcum ſum omnibus dielua 
wfque ad conſummationem ſæculi: Lo, I am with you 
all Days to the Conſummation of the Age, namely, 
ide Meias. 5 
"- VI. Having offer'd at the. Sorten of the 
: Phraſe OUIT&A<1d 7 eg, I fhall now explain the 
other Terms in the Promiſe; ; To, 1 am with you al- 
RA ways 


15 J 
ways, unto the end of the World: The Preſence here 
| ſpoken of is certainly the ſpiritual Preſence of 
Chriſt, in that Chriſt could be only bodily preſent 
with his Apoſtles whilſt he was upon Earth with 
them; his human Body after its Tranſlation being 
confin'd in Heaven, within ſome certain Space, as 
other human Bodies are; for altho' the human Bo- 


dy of Chriſt was exalted by the perſonal Union of 


the Word with it, yet this Union did not extin- 
guiſh the Property of a Human Body, of being con- 


cluded in ſome certain Space, or beſtow upon it & 
Divine Ubiquity, for the holy Scriptures are un- 


nimous in acquainting us, That the Body of Chriſt 
in its Condition of Exaltation fits at the Right 


Hand of God, which Phraſe, as it repreſents the 


Eminence and Dignity of the Perſon, ſo alſo it 


ſhe ws us that the Body of Chriſt is concluded with- 


in a particular Space, as other Human Bodies are. 


What more is very plain in the Scripture before 


us, is, that the Promiſe of ſpiritual Aſſiſtance in- 


cludes in it continual Aſſiſtance, I am with you al- 


ways, to the end of the IY/orld; but not an infallible 
Aſſiſtance; now the Promiſe of continual ſpiritua 
Aſſiſtance, doth ſuppoſe and prove, that Chriſt 
will always have a viſible Church upon Earth, and 
ſpiritual Officers to labour in the Word and Do- 


ctrine. To whom was the Promiſe made, I beſeech 


you? ſurely not to the Apoſtles only, that cannot 


be, in that all the Apoſtles died after they had ſer- 


ved their Generation, and the Age of the Meſſias 
is not yet concluded, which is comprehended in 


the Compaſs of the Promiſe: therefore the Promiſe 
Of ſpiritual Aſſiſtance, that was originally given to 
the Apoltles, muſt extend it ſelf to their ſpiritual 


Succeſſors in the Church of Chriſt until the end of 


the World: I do not mean all thoſe extraordinary 
Vouchfafements of Divine Aſſiſtance, which were” 
beſtowed upon the Apoſtles, nor that infallible Di- 


[ 16 ] 
rection they had; but ſuch ordinary Shares of ſpi- 
ritual Aſſiſtance as are neceſſary to inable the Mini- 
ſters of the Church of Chriſt to edify the Body in 
Love. 
In ͤ what bath been ſaid, 1 think theſe tws Obſer< 
vations are firmly eſtabliſh 5 
I. That the Goſpel Phraſe ovrriaue 7 drove; doth 
not in any one ſingle Text in the New Teſtament 
ſignify the End or Concluſion of the natural Life of 
Man, but always the Conſummation and Expirati- 
on of ſome one of the great Rabbinical Epochas, 
namely, the Concluſion of the Moſaical Age, or 
the Concluſion of the Age of the Meffias 
II. The Promiſe of Chriſt, of being always pre- 
ſent with the Miniſters of his Word, to the Conclu- 
ſion of the great Epocha of the Age of his Goſpel, 
doth ſuppoſe and prove that there will be a conſtant 


_ Succeſſion in the Chriſtian Miniſtry, and a Church 
viſible upon Earth, to the Concluſion of the Epocha 
of the Goſpel. It is manifeſt and allow'd that the 


Text before us hath relation to the Miniſters of the 
| Goſpel; and it is very plain in the Terms of the 
1 that it is to continue in Force to the 
Concluſion of the Goſpel Age; and ſo it is a very 
natural and clear Conſequence that there will be 
a viſible Church of Chriſt upon Earth, and Mini- 
ſters to officiate in it to the Concluſion of the Age 
of the 8 £4 


-—__—————. * . " * 
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Car II. 


A Tranier of the ordinary Pa oral Offices and Dus 
ties upon the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to the Con- 
claſion of the C * . C burch, provid and vin- 
dicated. f 


O handle this Particular in a A ry 
Informing, I conceive it will be proper to 
diſtinguiſh 


„ WP 


diſtinguiſh betwixt thoſe Miniſterial Powers that 
were extraordinary, and in a manner peculiar to 


the Apoſtles, and to thoſe other ſubaltern Officers 


in the Apoſtolical Church, and were to expire af.er 


the end of their Appointment was obtain'd ; and 


thoſe ordinary Paſtoral Powers that were to conti- 


nue with, and to be transfer'd upon the ſpiritual 


Officers in the Church of Chriſt to the End of the 


World. 


It is a Matter of juſt Complaint, that ſome li- 


centious Pens have attack'd the Miniſtry of the 


Chriſtian Church in ironical Vindications, and 


ſneering Titles, by confounding the juſt Miniſte- 


rial Powers, with the extravagant Uſurparions, 
and arrogant Encroachments of the Romiſh Clergy, 


and by their diſhonourable Arts of blending Truth 


and Error together, have defign'd to lead unguard- 
ed People into Miſtakes, and with mobbiſh Argu- 
ments to fink that Credit and Reputation the Mini- 
ſtry ot the Goſpel hath in the Church of Chriſt, for 
Its Works ſake. It is my Opinion that the molt et- 
fectual way to ſtop the Infection of theſe malig- 
fant Views, will be to handle the Paſtoral Duties 
of the Minilters of the Goſpel, under the premiſed 


Diſtinctions. F 
I. Thoſe extraordinary Miniſterial Powers which 
were convey'd to the Apoſtles, and to the other 


Church Officers of a ſubordinate Character in the 
Primitive Church, which were to ceaſe, and did 
ceaſe after the End of their Divine Appointment 
Was accompliſh' d, are included in this Scripture 
Catalogue: (a4) To one is given by the Spirit the Mord 
of Wiſdom ; to another the Word of Knowledge by the 


fame Spirit; to another Faith by the ſame Spirit; to a- 
not her 
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ther working of Miracles; to another Prophecy, to ano- 
ther diſcerning of Spirits; to another divers Kinds of 
Tongues; to another the Interpretation of Tongues : 
And theſe extraordinary Vouchſafements of Divine 
Gifts, were in the Words of holy Scripture, (b) 


given to every one to profit withal, that they might 
(ec) excel to the edifying f the Church; namely, be 


miniſterial in propagating the Chriſtian Faith. The 
Clergy of the Reform'd Church do not pretend to 


theſe miniſterial Powers in ordinary Caſes, and are 


not accountable a tor the : extravagant Claims of 
Rome. R 


II. But thoſe Paſtoral Powers the Reformed Mi- 


niſtry eſteem the Peculiars of their Characters, and 
are ready to vindicate by the Teſtimony of Scrip- 


ture, againſt all ironical Scoffers at their Order, 


are thoſe ordinary Paſtoral Powers which have been, 


which ate, and which will be neceſſary to be conti- 


nud with the Miniſters of the Goſpel to the End 
of the World, to ah Cota Church of Chriſt, and 


to build up, and pre erve the Members of it, in : 


the true Faith: Theſe Paſtoral Powers conſiſt in a 


Divine Right to teach and preach the Goſpel, to 


adminiſter the holy Sacraments to the People of 
God and to ſhut authoritatively irreclaimable ,egre- 
gidus, contumacious Sinners, out of the external 


Communion of the Church, and to regrant them a 
Right to join again in the Communion of Prayer 


and Sacraments, upon their outward Tender of 


ſuch Signs of Repentance, as the Church in her 


judiciary Diſcretion ſhall adjudge Satisfactory. 


The Continuation of theſe Branches of Paſtoral 
Power with the Miniſters of Chriſt to the End of 
the Age of the Meſſias, appears to me to be neceſ- 


ſary to preſerve the Church of Chriſt from Ruin, 


ä — 


(6) L Cor. 12. 7. () 1 Cor. 14. 12. 8 
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and to promote the Honour of God, that main 


View our Lord had in the Appointment. of his 
Church ; for the Church as 1t is a ſpiritual Society, 
can no more ſubſiſt without this Paſtoral Power, 


chan the ſubaltern Society of a private Houſe with- 
out ceconomick Diſcipline, than the greater Socie- 


ties of Commonwealths without municipal Laws, 
and proper Officers to execute the Laws fo: the 


Good of the Society. _ 
III. What hath been itready ſaid will receive a 


concluding Force, from that Account the holy 
Scriptures give of the Appointment of Officers in 
the Chriſtian Church: This Account is, that they 


were ordain d (d) for the perfecting of the Saints, for- 


the Work of the Miniſtry, for edifying the Bod) o 
Chriſt, till we all come in the Unity of the Faith, and 
of the Knowledge of the Son of God, unto à perfect 


Man, unto the Meaſure of the Fulneſs of Chriſt: That 


is, till the World ſhould be ſufficiently inſtructed 
in the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and the 
Church ſhould be able to ſubſiſt without the Help | 


= of thoſe Officers and Gifts. 


This appearing in Scripture to be the true End 
Chriſt had in appointing Miniſters in his Church, 
ſo much of the Miniſterial Power, as is neceffary to 
accompliſh this End of its Divine Inſtitution, muſt 

remain in, and with the Officers of the Chriſtian 
Church, till this End of their Appointment be 
compleated; and this Perfection of Faith and Po- 
Erine being not attainable by mortal fallible Men 
in this Life, ſo much of the Miniſterial Power, as 
is apparently neceſſary to further and advance this 

End, and to bring Chriſtians as near as can be to 

this Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of 

5 che Jan of God, muſt, and will remain in and with 4 
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che Miniſters of Chriſt to the End of the World, 


in that all the Inſtitutions of God will continue in 
Force till the End of their Divine Appointment is 


compleated. 
What was extraordinary in the Miniſterial Ap- 


pointment, ceaſed upon the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Faith, there being then no Occaſion for a longer 


- Continuation of any extraordinary miraculous Di- 
'vine Power, to melt down the Prejudices of Educa- 


tion, to overthrow the ſtrong Holds of Sin, and 
to defeat the uſurp'd. ene of Satan: This 
great Conqueſt over thoſe terrible Enemies, being 


ſucceſsfully compleated by the Eſtabliſhment of the 
_ Golp el. 

"Bir the Chriſtian Church, being a ſpiritual Soci- 
ety that is.made up of frail unthinking People, too 
inclinable thro' thoſe Temptations that beſet them, 


and thro' that habitual Incogitancy that lies upon 


them, to forget the Duties of their Chriſtian 


Name, to fall into Sins, flat Contradictions to 
their holy Profeſſion, the Continuation of an ordi- 


nary Miniſterial Power, to correct the Frailties of 
the Individuals of the Church of Chriſt, and to 


quicken them in the Senſe of their Duties, by an 


officiary Applicat ion of the Terrors of the Lord, 
and of the Rewards of his Goſpel, appears to me 


br 


too abſolutely neceſſary for perfeting the Saints, and _ 


For edifying the Body of Chriſt ; as long as the Mem- 


bers of the Church, the Myſtical Body of Chrift, 


ſhall remain to be what they have been in the beſt 


of Times, and what they now are, Men of Infirmi- | 


ries and Paſſions, who want to be put in Mind of #$ 


their Duty, altho' they may know it already: Give 
me leave to obſerve, that without this Continuation 


ol the ordinary Miniſterial Power of Preaching the 
Word of God, it will be morally impoſſible to pre= 


vent Chriſtians from degenerating into Looteneſs;, [| 


50 0 and ef and the main End Chriſt 


had 


Ar. 


mind of their Duty, to per fe 


TS 
had in appointing a Church upon Earth from being 
defeated in their Infirmities, Paſſions, and Temp- 


tations, will lie upon the Members of the Church to 


the End of the World; ſo there will be a conſtant. 


| Occaſion for a Succeſſion of Chriſtian Miniſters to 


correct theſe Propenſions, ro 7 forgetful Men in 

a O the Saints, to edify 
the Body of Chriſt, till we all come in the Unity of the 
Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect Man; for a Condition of Chriſtian Perfecti- 


on is not to be reach'd on this Side the Grave. 


It is matter of juſt Complaint, that under the 
Divine Inſtitution of the Chriſtian Miniſtry, which 


1s appointed to beſeech Men in Chriſt's Stead to be 
| reconcil'd unto God, and to perſwade them by the 
Terrors of the Lord to depart from all Iniquity, 
and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this 


World, Sin doth oft defeat all their Labour in 


the Lord, and make their Miniſtrations unſucceſs- 
ful; and from this ill Succeſs in our Paſtoral Duties, 
we may have a View of that vaſt Progreſs, Obſti- 
nacy and Incogitancy, Weakneſs and Paſſion, Sin 
and Temptations would have made in the Chri- 
ſtian World, if the Paſtoral Office of Preaching 


the Word had been a Temporary Inſtitution, that 


was to expire upon the Settlement of the Goſpel, 
in that we ſee that the pure Light of the Goſpel, 
under the Miniſterial Application of it, is unable 
do preſerve a tolerable Face of Chriſtianity amongſt 
But Chriſt the wiſe Legiſlator of his Church, who 


* 


made Man, knows what is in Man; therefore in 


his Goſpel he made a Proviſion for thoſe blind Sides 
of our H 

to watch over them, to call upon them in his Name 
and in his Stead, to conſider the Terms of their 


uman Nature, and appointed a Miniſtry 


_ Chriſtianity, and what God requires them to do to 


be ſaved. =o 
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IV. In the Scripture Account of the Divine In- 


ſtitution of the Lord's Supper, it appears very 
plain, that Chriſt a 1 bg a Succeſſion of ſpiritu- 


al Officers in his Church to diſtribute the Bread 
and Wine, which he had ordained to be the ſtand- 
ing Memorials of thoſe great Things he had done 


for Men, and to perpetuate the Memory of them 
in his Church in viſible fignificant Images, till he 


mould come to judge the World; (e) in that with 


out proper Officers to take Care of this holy Inſti- 


tution, the Church muſt be deprived of an Oppor- 
tunity of doing this in Remembrance of Chriſt, 


and thereby () ſewing the Lord's Death til he | 
come. Now can any Perſon who believes the Account 
of the Inſtitution and Deſign of the Appointment 


of the Lord's Supper, to be written by Inſpiration, 


that Chriſt ſhould ordain theſe ſolemn Memorials _ 
of his Sufferings in our Stcad, and for our Good 


_ enforce them upon us by a poſitive Precept, and 


enjoin the perpetual Obſervation of them in his 
Church, without appointing Miniſters to take 
care of the decent, folemn, and devout Celebration 
of this his own Inſtitution, and to diſtribute the 

Memorials of his Sufferings to his good People? Ir 


1 very plain that the Sacrament 1 the Lord's Sup- 


per is to be obſerved in the Chriſtian Church to 
the End of the World, and that the Apoſtles who 80 


* # 


were originally concern'd to ſee this Inſtitution 


diene according to the Appointment Oo Chrife, 


cauld not perſonally take Care that the Church 
ſhould hereby ſhew the Lord's Death till he come, 


mn that the Apoſtles to whole. Care the Inftitution 
vas committed, were all gather'd to their Fathers, 


after they had ſerved their Generation; ſo the Mi- 
piſterial Right to take Care of this Divine Inſtitu- 
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tion, and to ſee that all things be done in it accor- 
Ging to the Willof the Legiſfator, muſt conſcquent- 


ly be devolved upon thoſe Perſons in the Church, 
who-are called into the facred Miniſtry of it, by 


thoſe Men who have a Right to ſupply the Church 

with a Succeſſion of Miniſters, transfer'd 
them by Chriſt thro' the Hands of Men. 
V. The Ceſlation of the Miniſterial Power, ac- 


cording to rhe Goſpel Account of this Matter, re- 


gularly only follows the Completion of the End, 

for which the Power was granted; now the Saints, 

thar js Chriſtians, for I take the viſible Members of 
the Church of Chriſt to be called Saints in the- 


Goſpel, being not yet made perfect, and the Body, 
namely, the Church being' not fully edified, the 


Saints the viſible Members of it, being Men of 
Paſſions and Infirmities, the Miniſterial Office of 
_ preaching the Word, of watching over the Souls of 
the People of God, and of adminiſtring the Sacra- 
ments, {thoſe Helps to Virtue) will remain in 

Force in the Church, till the Saints, the viſible 
Members of the Body, are made perfect, deliver'd 


from their Sins and Infirmities, from their Paſſions 
and Incogitancy, in that the End of the Mmiſteri- 
al Appointment is not compleat, till this Perfecti- 
on of t m_ 
From what hath been ſaid, it is apparent that 
the ordinary Miniſterial Power of preaching the 


he Saints is brought about. 


Word of God, and of adminiſtring the holy Sacra- 


ment of the Lord's Supper, will continue to be 
exerciſed in the Church of Chriſt, by the Hands of 
thoſe Men who are called by God to this Honour, 
to the End of the World; becauſe the End Chriſt 
had in appointing a Miniſtry in his Church, for 
the perfecting of the Saints, and for edifying the 
Body, (namely, the Chriſtian Church, which in 
the Scripture, by a familiar Mctaphor is called 2 
Body) cannot be compleated, ſo long as the Church 
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of Chriſt ſhall be compos'd of Men of Infirmities 
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f Th Magiſterial Power of the Goſpel Miniſtry is: 


cuſſed, and the Divine Right of the Church to 
 excommunicate diſorderly, egregious; contumaci- 


ous Offenders, vindicated. 
| 'T* E Church of Chriſt hath not only a Paſto- 


rat Power to teach and direct in Spirituals, 


but a Magiſterial alſo to controul and cenſure too, 


where Crimes are againſt Fundamental Doctrines, 


and of great Conſequence : This Magiſterial Pow- 
er, or Divine Right to excommunicate egregious, 
contumacious Offenders, is a ſtanding Branch of 


that Miniſterial Authority which belongs to the 


Officers of the Church, under its faſteſt Settle- 


ment: To confirm this Poſition it will be proper 
to weigh the Scriptural Characters and Illuſtrations 
of the Chriſtian Church; and here we find the 


Church illuſtrated under theſe Images, (a) of art 


Army, of a Kingdom, of a Houſe, of a natural 
Body; and thoſe Illuſtrations guarded with proper 
Explanations, where the holy Penmen are plain, 


that the Body of Chriſt (namely, his Church) is 


a Body fitly joyn d together, and e by 


that which every Joint ſupplieth ; that this ſpiritu- 


al Houſe is fitly framed together : All ho near + 
Images and Illuſtrations of the Church of Chriſt, 
| moſt convincingly ſhow us, that the Church of 
Chriſt upon Earth, is a ſpiritual Society of the e- 
acteſt Oeconomy and Beauty, wherein all the Parts 


do * . wu 4 one e another » and . 
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in the moſt delicate Order unto the edifying of it 
ſelf in Love. 1 8 
The Chriſtian Church being a ſpiritual Society 
fitly jointed, compacted, and framed together un- 
to the edifying it ſelf in Love, inſtituted for the 
Improvement of its Members in ſpiritual Concern- 
ments, muſt certainly according to the natural 
Sounds of the Scripture Illuſtrations of it, have ſo 
much Magiſtertal Authority lodg'd in the Hands 
of its ſpiritual Officers and Miniſters, as is in the 
common Nature of the thing neceſlary to anſwer 


the End of its Inſtitution ; (namely, to preſerve it 
ſelf from Ruin and Confuſion, and to edify it ſelf 
in Love) and nov this main End of its Inſtitution, 


the Edification of its ſelf in Love, being not to be 
bbtain'd unleſs this Chriſtian Society hath Autho- 
' rity to disfranchize its diſorderly, contumacious 
Membets, who by pernicious Opinions diſeaſe her 


| Vitals, and by unnatural Diviſions deſtroy her ſo- 

cial Unity and Peace, and by an obſtinate Con- 
tempt of her Admonitions, make their Excluſion 
neceſſary for the Preſervation of the Society; me- 


| thinks it is yndeniably apparent, that Chriſt Jeſus 


the Divine Founder of this ſpiritual Society, hath 
Iqdg'd ſo much Magiſterial Power in the Hands of 


the ſpiritual Miniſters, as is neceſſary to anſwer 
that Character his own inſpired Writers have given 
of its being a Body fitly jointed, and compacted, 


_ of its being a ſpiritual Building fitly framed toge- 


2 ther ; in that theſe ſignificant Illuſtrations of the 
Church muſt belong to a Society of Order and 
Beauty, of Strength and Power, (namely, a Pow- 


er proper to preſerve it ſelf, and to promote the 


_ ſpiritual Edification of its Members, ) which End 


cannot poſſibly be obtain'd, unleſs it hath a Ma- 
giſterial Authority to excommunicate egregious, 


contumacious Sinners. 
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f do not take the Faſhion of my Reaſoning in 
this Caſe from the Models of Human Societies, but 
I argue from the true Scriptural Account of the 
' Conſtitution of the Church of Chriſt, from its be= 
ing a compacted Body, and from its being a Spi- 


ritual Building, fitly framed together; that the 


| Magiſterial Power of Excommunication is eſſential 


| to its Social Conſtitution, abſolutely neceſſary to 
preſerve Order and Peace in it, and ſecure the 


Church from Ruin; and that this is a conſtituent 
Part, implied in the Image of a Social Body that 


is united together Yoon Spiritual Views and 1 4 1 


ciples. 1 
II. What Writers of an Eraſtian Caſt may chink 
of Excommunication, is too much out of the waz 


to be now fetch'd in; we are aſſured that this 
Power is conveyed to the Miniſters of the Church 


in our Lord's Grant of (a) binding and looſing; 


that in our Lord's Opinion an Offender that 
was righteouſly excommunicated had his Chriſti- 


an Privileges ſuſpended; that he was reduced into 


the Condition of a (b) Heathen and Publican; and 
that according to St. Pau} (c) he was delivered to 
Satan, for the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, Now let any 


ſerious Perſon who believes the Goſpel to be the 
Word of God, examine theſe Characters of an ex- 
communicated wicked Chriſtian, and of the de- 
ſperate Situation of his preſent Caſe, and try if 
he can frame a diminutive Idea of this Magiſterial 


Authority of the Church. The Scripture Account 
ol this Matter is extremely fhocking, and ſo it was 
in the beſt of Times, when the greateſt Men trem- ff 

| bled under the Sentence of Excommunication ; and 


ſo it is even in theſe Days of Licentiouſneſs, a 


Sentence, when righteoully e noh more 
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Nature of the Kingdom of Chriſt, where the Spi- 
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ſevere than the loudeſt Thunder of the Civil 
Tower 


I ſpeak of righteous Excommunication, het it 


is executed by proper Hands, and in proper Caſcs; 
I will not be accountable for thole Abuſes that are 


crept into it, perhaps I may deſire to be reckoned 
amongſt thoſe who truly eſteem Lay Excommuni- 
cations mere inſignificant Engines, Inconſiſtences 
in Spiritual Government, (irreconcilable with the 


ritual Arms mult be uſed by Spiritual Hands only, 


and by them with the exacteſt Tenderneſs and 
Caution. 


III. In my Plea for the Spiritual Diſcipline of 


| the Church, I do not argue for any Temporal Se- 


verities, for any Secular Coercions, or Negative 


Diſcouragements, but purely for that Spiritual 


Diſcipline Chriſt conveyed to his Church in his 
Grant of binding and looſing; it is my ambition 
| bo be reckoned amongſt thoſe Chriſtians who have 
a very tender Senſe of the Weakneſs of Human 
Underſtanding, who eſteem all Perſecution and 


negative Diſcouragements, for the Sake of Conſci- 


ence only, to be inconſiſtent with the mild Tem- 
per of the Laws of Chriſt's Kingdom, and that 
thoſe warm Complexions who are for calling (d) 
Fire down from Heaven upon their Chriſtian Bre- 


thren, who perhaps may be unhappy in thinking 


croſs to them, do not know what manner of Spirit 
 rhey are of. That the Son of Man came not to deſtroy 
Mens Lives, but to ſave them. (e) That the Wrath of 
Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God, _ 4 
This is the plain Doctrine of St. Paul, ( f . 
who expreſly diſclaims all Dominion over our Faith, 

: and (ACHES us when he had the Spirit of Truth tor 
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(4) Luke 9. 54, 36. (e) James f. 3. (Ff) 2 Cor, 1. 24. 
„ his 


b 
's 
1 
Y 
i 


1 
| 


Arm 


—ͤ— — 2 — . — — — 4 _— : 
— — — oe — „aa te on 4 


ol 
'F 4 
1 


8 
” 4 
#1 
a" : 


— 


— —— — — — — —— 


2 - 2 
— uf one Ep nt —q— —ä—ü4ͤ ͤ ͤ — — — — 


4 r 1 


—— . Uůſ— ĩäĩc — — W I INS 
. — . 2” & - * * r eee 


93 
— 5 . / 
2” I — 2 — £ ==. , 2,2 3 >; — =, e * « — — — « = 
— — ———— — — — 5 — — ͤ ——U— —— —— — —— 1 —_— 
— — — — — * 2 — — 
K — — . A Me eg 2 ts A og IE. 2 —— PREY DO — ROE CSE TEND 1 — L ws 2 TE 2 — — 2 : == 0 5 TIC. '* nw 
& 


[ 28 ] 


his Guide, that in Matters of Conſcience and Sal- 


vation every Man (g) ſtandeth or falleth to his own 
Maſter, w# iis Kveww, to his own Lord Chriſt ; and 
if fallible Men, who can know nothing of the Sin- 


cerity of their Brother's Conſcience, any farther 


than he will vouchſafe to make it known to them 


by ſome overt Acts, could be brought to leave the 
judgment of this to Chriſt, I am apt to believe we 
ſhould be bleſſed with a great deal of more Charity 
and Peace than we now are, and have fewer He- 
reſies and Schiſms in the Church; Miſtakes in 
Conſcience proſper under Perſecution, and gain 
Proſelytes. e eee e . 


IV. But altho' it is not allowed by the good : 


natur'd Principles of the Goſpel to puniſh Men for 
the Errors of their Underſtandings, yet I humbly 
- Conceive that the Church of Chriſt hath Authority 
to ſilence thoſe Errors and Fancies that croſs her 
_ eſtabliſhed Polity, diſeaſe her Vitals, and deſtroy 
her external Peace; yea, that the Church, after 4 
neceſſary Preliminaries have been uſed to inform 
and convert the Offenders, with all that Tender- 
neſs and Application that is required in the great 
Buſineſs of converting Sqauls, when the Offenders | 
do obſtinately perſiſt in diſperſing abroad the 
Infection of their Errors, in Contradiction to 
the Miniſterial Endeavours and Authority of the | 
CHURCH, hath a Power lodg'd in her, by our 
Lord's Grant of binding and looſing, to puniſh the | 
Contumacy of her own Members by Excommuni- 


cation; for in this Caſe the Offender is not pu- 
niſhed for the Weakneſs of his Judgment, and far 


the Errors of his Conſcience, but he is puniſhed 
for his Contempt of the Spiritual Authority of the 
Church, for his Diſobedience and Obſtinacy. 
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(g) Rom. 14. 14. 1 
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And it is my ee Opinion, but as I am not 
married to it, ſo I promiſe to divorce it upon bet- 


ter Information, that no individual Man is obli- 


ged upon Principles of Conſcience to be clamor- 


ous, impertinent and troubleſome in his private 
| Notions, or to diſturb the external Quiet of ſet- 
led Communities with them, and that it is enough 
for the Peace and Satisfaction of his own private 
Mind, to have his Opinion to himſelf, to enjoy 


the Pleaſure of his own Thoughts, without being 


compell'd to renounce them by Severities, or al- 
 -Jow'd to diſperſe them abroad to the Diſturbance 
of the external Peace of the ſettled Society. _ 
V. I am not under much Concern for that Zeal 


and Care for a Reformation of Errors, that uſually 
appears againſt this Authority of ſilencing Errors, 
pernicious to the external Quiet of the Spiritual 
Society I have been pleading for; the Truth of the 
Matter is, I am not ſenſible yet that our eſtabliſh'd 
Church wants ſo mightily a Review; when thoſe 
who are afraid this ſhould be kept off by her Au- 
thority of ſilencing Errors which are deſtructive 
of her external Peace, have produced their Diſ- 
coveries, it will be time enough to reſume the 
Thoughts of this Argument, and till then I muſt 
ask Leave to be under no Concern about it. 
I! dare not ſay that the Excellent Conſtitution 
and Polity of the Eſtabliſh'd Church of England are 
without Blemiſhes; as theſe are in a great meaſure 
Human Inventions, they may have blind fides; the 
Contrivances of fallible Men will partake of the 
Fallibility of their Authors; but I muſt ſay, that 
our Church is the beſt in the World, and the moſt. 
agreeable in the Faſhion of it to the Apoſtolical 
Model, that ſhe hath no Deficiencies in Eſſentials, 
that ſhe holds forth a ſafe Way to Eternal Salvati- 
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be ſacrificed to 
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VI. This Magiſterial Power of ſilencing Errors 
doth not inevitably faſten private Chriſtians down 
to the Errors of the Community, provided it 
ſhould happen that the governing Part of the Spi- 
ritual Community ſhould fall in with the Errors 
and endeavour their Protection, if theſe Erxxors of 


the Community are ſelf-evident, and betray them 
ſelves upon Examination to be directly contrary 
to the Will of God ; becauſe the Superior Power 


of God doth cancel all Obligations to external 


as well as internal Submiſſion to any ſinful Impe- 
ſitions; and in Caſes thus circumſtanced every 
8 Chriſtian is tied, upon the Peril of his 


ternal Salvation, to be active in diſcovering the 


ſinful Malignity of the Impoſition, and in deliver- 
ing his Brethren out of the Power of Darkneſs; 
but in Caſes not determined in Scripture, and 


where the Soul is not concluded in its Conſent or 


Diſſent, but is unſettled and wavering, external 
Submiſſion to the Orders of Authority is due, in 
uietneſs are Virtues too great to 


lighty Doubts and Conjc&ures. 
This Conſideration juſtifies the Reformation, a- 


that Peace and 


againſt the filencing Power of the Church of Rome, 


and will juſtify any individual private Chriſtian, 


or any Body of Chriſtians, in ſeparating from the 


Iniquity of the governing Community, and in en- 
deavouring a Reformation, in Oppoſition to her | 
| ſilencing Power. 
But nothing leſs than the Impoſ tion of Error, 
deſtructive of Salvation, will warrant a Breach in 
Church Unity, and Rebellion againſt the ſilencin 
Authority of the Church. But after all, it is mol 
certain that the governing Power of the erring 
Church will perſecute thoſe Members who, in 


Contradi&ion to her Authority, def piſe her Injun- 
ctions to be quiet, and that there is no Help for 
this in Man; but good Chriſtians muſt not be 

afraid 


4 
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afraid of her Terrors, and timorouſly forſake the 
Truth of God, but muſt be ſtrong in the Lord, muſt 
forſake the Errors of the governing Church, and 
patiently wait God's Time for a Deliverance from 
bes Power, that his Truth may be ſecurely pro- 
feſſed, and the Profeſlors of it be freed from Per- 
ſecution. a ACS 
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The Caſe of the extraordinary Miniſterial Powers 
examined , and the common Opinion of their 
Ceſſation diſproved. Ce Sn 

I. TT is my Opinion that thoſe extraordinary 

_ Miniſterial Powers we read of in the Goſpel, 
(a) ſuch as are the Gifts of healing, and of working 
Miracles, the Gift of Prophecy, and of diſcerning 
| Spirits, the Gift of divers Kinds of Tongues, and of 

Interpreting Tongues , are not peremptorily and 
finally taken from the Miniſters of the Chriſtian 
Church. In this Thought I am croſs to the ſtrongeſt 
Human Opinions in this Caſe, but I am perſuaded 

what I have to produce in Defence of it will carry 
ſo fair a Face, that my Opinion will have the Co- 
OO 9 #2 ACT ro XN 
The regular Exerciſe of the ordinary Miniſterial 
Power of preaching the Word of God, of admi- 
niſtring the Sacraments, and of excluding irre- 

_ claimable Offenders out of the Communion of the 
Church, is ſufficient under the common Direction 
of the Holy Spirit, which regularly goes along 
with the honeſt Labours of the Miniſters of God's 
Word, and the ſincere Endeavours of good People, 


* 


= 


(4) 1 Cor. 12, 9, 10, 
9 to 


"EJS: 
to edify a Church that is built and eſtabliſhed ? 
and in a Church built and eſtabliſhed, the extraor- 
dinary Powers of the Miniſterial Commiſſion do 
ceaſe, there being no occafion for the Uſe of them, 
the End of their Appointment being compleated. 
But there being a vaſt Tract of the inhabited 
World which hath never heard of Chriſt, or hath 
not had the Goſpel preached to its Inhabitants, 
with Motives ſufficient to work Conviction, I 
mean ſuch Motives as are able to melt down the 
inveterate Prejudices of Education, the ſtrong 
Habits of a contrary Method of Life, and that 
Which is more difficult, an habitual Incogitancy, 
and the want of rational Application (thoſe Ene- 
mies to Truth) J think it is morally impoſſible to 
bring theſe poor People to the Knowledge of the 
Truth of God, as it is in Jeſus, without thoſe ex- 
 traordinary Manifeſtations of a Divine Power, the 
primitive Workmen of the Goſpel made uſe of in 
converting Infidels to the Faith, and to which 


they owed the great Succeſs of their Labours. 


| Now altho' theſe Manifeſtations of the Spirit 
are ceaſed where the Goſpel is eſtabliſh'd, and 
where it hath been eſtabliſh'd, and is abandon'd, 
may perhaps never be revived , thoſe Apoſtate 
Nations (a) who were once enlightned, and have taſt- 
ed of the heavenly Gift, and were made Partakers of 
the World to come, having made it impoſſible to re- 
new themſelves again to Repentance, by their vo- 
luntary deſerting the Lord Chriſt ; yet if there be 
ſtill in the World any People who have not had 
the Goſpel preached to them (as I think the Ame- 
Ticans have not) for thoſe Travellers who have 
been moſt curious in reviewing their Cuſtoms in 
Religion, have not diſcoverd any Ruins of Chri- 
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extraordinary Miniſterial. Powers, which were gi- 


to the true D. | 

full Force till theſe Ends of their Appointment are 
Wee Fd Lang 
What leſs than this can the Promiſe of Chriſt, of 

being with the Officers of his Church in all Days, 
even to the End of the Age of the Meſſias, denify 2 
Can it Ignify any thing leſs than that he will be 


it is my Thought that thoſe 


o 
. 


1 


ven for the (a) Mork of the Miniſtry, for perfecting 
of the Saints, for edifying the Body of Chrift, will be 


regranted to thoſe, Chriſtian Miſſionaries, who go 


among thoſe . barbargus Nations, with a, pure 
eſign to promote the Honour and Glory of God 


in their Salvation: For the End of theſe miniſteri- 


al extraordinary Gifts being not obtain'd; in rela- 
tion to thoſe who have not heard of Chriſt, the 


Promiſe of that miraculous Affiſtance, ſeems to me 
to be in full force, in relation to ſuch Miſſionaries. 
For theſe: Gifts being beſtow'd upon Men for the 


(6) Work of the Miniſtry, for perfecting of the Saints, 
fo [ edifyin ; the Body 0 Crif, till we all come in the 
e 


Unity of Faith, and of t Knowledge of the Son of 


God, unt 6 N Man, muſt certainly according 
eſign of their Appointment, remain in 


0 


with his Miniſters in imparting to them all ſuch 
Branches of Miniſterial Power as are neceſſary to 
inable them to propagate the Goſpel with Succeſs, 
and to diſciple all Nations according to the Terms 
of the Miniſterial Commiſſion ? And there being 
the ſame Occaſion for the extraordinary Manifeſt- 
ations of the Spirit amongſt the Indians, to ſubdue 
their Paſſions and Vices, and to bting them off 
from the Sins of their former Converſations, as 
there was of old to convert Greeks and Roman; (yea 
there is a much greater Occaſion for theſe extraor- 


(4) Eph, 4. 12, 13. (5) Eph. 4. 12, 13. i LE 
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an Eſtabliſhment.” 


ing Demoziac's in t je Second, in the F hird and in 
lay the Merits of 
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their Cauſe upon their 
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. dinary Illuſtrations of the Power of God, as theſe 


gore illiterate and ſavage) IT muft own 
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Indians ate mor 


it is my Thought that Cbri t will impatt all ſuch 
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extraordinary Aſſiſtänce to the Miniſters of. his 
Word, who ſhall labour in the Converſion of theſe 


Indians, 5 may bs. T the Work of 
their Miniſtry ſucceſsful, and'ts build his Church 
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III. This appears in the gradual and regular 
Ceſſation of theſe Manifeſtations of the Spirit in 


the World; for theſe Demobſtrations of the Power 


of God did not all ceaſe together, but did gradu- 
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Theſe Gifts were nor the peculiar Ornatients of 


the Apoſtolical Character, or of the Miniſters of. 
the Firſt and Second Century. of the Church, but 
Vere given to the Miniſters of the Goſpel in ſuch 
| Meaſures as God ſaw proper to build up, and 


eſtabliſh his Church, "till tne Church was built and 


(a) The Chriſtian Apologiſts in their Pleadings 


for the Goſpel, HILLY to the e offeſs= 


the Fourth Century; and 7 5 the Merits of 
ki Upon, id inen Succeſs nee At- 
hievements, and by this time Chriſtianity was be- 
come the National Religion of che greatel Parts of 
Alia, Eiroge, and H © I OD 
Whence it is evident that theſe extraordinary 
Demonſtrations of the Power of God, did gradu- 
ally ceaſe, as the Occafions for the uſe of them, in 
converting the World to the Faith of Chriſt, did 
abate, by the Progreſs and Eſtabliſhment 'of the 
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| (4) Min. Fel. p. 3 1. Quart, Ed. L. Acre. Cypr. ad Demet. 
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P. 328. part 12, Ed. Pam, Lacf. Lib. 2. Pag. 194. 394. 399. 


SGoſpel, 
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Goſpel, as they eb unneceſſar) for the wet 
of the Miniftry, for perfecting of the Saints, fot 
1501 f the Body of Chriſt, & Church being built 
| pROn the Eyidence of theſe Miracles; but where 

he Church 1: is not ebf , where the Saints are 
nel made perfect, where the Body of Chriſt is not 
edified, it appears, to ine that The fame extraordi- 
nary Gifts which inabled the firſt Preachers of the 
Of pel to labour in the Work of their Miniſtry 


e N in\ftry y, till the 


edified, 5 e oſe Nations 995 have 1 1 yet been 


| He non the Fulneſs 5 0 | 

This ik Fee 4 theſe Seeed I Mini: 
: ſterial Powers in the Caſe under our Hands, will 
appear to be neceſſary for the Work of the Mini- 
ſry, when, we confider the great Power of Satan 


5 amongſt the Indians, how he leads thoſe paiſerable 


Creatures Captives to his dumb Idols, even as they 


are led, and hath them in as much Subſection as he 


had thoſe Heathens the Goſpel turned rg the li- 
ving God, 

: Now before the Minifiers of Chriſt can convert 
thoſe Nations, who are under the Dominion of 
Satan, deluded with his magical Artifices, with 
His oracular heats, they mut firſt deſtroy this 
o wer of Satan, they muſt defeat his Magick and 


ence his Oracles; and it is before you whether 
vou can believe that this can be done without the 
| Communication of that extraordinary Power of 


(Y) caſting out Devils authoritatively, which was 


N to the Primitive Miniſters of Ehen, for the 
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uccels, will be im 7 58 to their Succeſſors 
e Ends of their Appoint- 
ment are com leated, till he Body of Chriſt is 


aith, and 1 
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Work of the Miniſtry, and whether the Miniſters 
of Chriſt, who undertake the great Puſincl of con- 
verting .Infidels, may not rationally expect the 
Communication of ſo much extraordinary Power, 
as is neceſſary for the Work of their Minifiry and 


| a 34 4 * 2 12 
to edify the Body of | Chriſt, It is my preſent 


Thought that the Converſion of Infidels thus enſla- 
ved by the Devil, is impracticable without the ex- 
traordinary Gifts of the Spirit of God, and that 
_ God will impart theſe Gifes to his Miniſters when 
they are neceſſary for the Work of their Miniſtry. 
IV. It is reaſonable to expect this from the uni- 
verſal Goodneſs and Juſtice of God, who cannot 
be ſuppoſed to leave ſuch populous Nations out of 
the Care of his Providence, and to make no Provi- 
ſion for their Information in the eternal Truths of 
Jeſus, who cannot be ſuppoſed to leave theſe mi- 
ſerable Indians to be harraſſed and deſtroy d by Sa- 
tan, who dreadfully deludes theſe Savages with In- 
fernal Policies, with terrible Apparitions and Poſ- 
ſeſſions, and even torments 5 Souls with the 


tragical Mades of Infernal Worſuip, without alf 


fording them the ſame gracious Helps he hath at- 
forded other Nations, when under the like unhap- 
py Circumſtances, to deliver themſelves from this 
Bondage and Tyranny, and to come to the Knowledge 

N 75 the true God, and of Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath 
jent to deſtroy theſe Works of the Devil. 15 8 

Theſe American Indians being Slaves to the ſame 
Paſſions, Prejudices, and Habits of Education, tq 
the ſame Infernal Tyranny as the reſt of the World 
was before its Converſion to Chriſt, muſt have the 
ſame Arguments to melt theſe down, the reſt of 
the World had, and without the Help of thoſe 
Arguments, the Converſion of the Indians appears 
to m2 to be a wild Undertaking, and undigeſted 
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TL am ſenſible it is alledg'd againſt what I have 
advanced, That the Caſe of Chriſtians is very dif- 
ferent. from what it was when the Golpel was firſt 
ſer up, that the, Primitive Miniſters of Chriſt wers 
by their Education unqualified to preach the Gol; 
pel with Succeſs, in Oppoſition to the wile Meg 
and the Diſputers of the World, to Human Philo 
ſo | 


cation were turned againſt it; and that confi 


of their Miniſtry with Succeſs... _ 


HBut the Poſture of Affairs is now chang'd,, the 
- ſubſtantial Learning of the World is among rs 


_ Chriſtians, and thoſe Nations who know not Chri 


are Herre 20.4, rent Jo. Chriſtians e 
acquired Accompliſhments are. well furniſhed. for 


the Converſion of Infidels, withor the extraordi- 
nary Qualifications of the Primitive Miſkonaries, 
_ I anſwer: Education and Letters do doubtleſs 
giye the Chriſtians conſiderable Advantages 91 251 


the Infidels in the artful Manage of Argument an 


| Reaſon; but I am not ſatisfied that Learning is 


ſufficient to melt down the Prejudices of an igno- 
rant Education, to root up old Habits of Lite, to 
bring Men off from their old Converſations, and to 


gipye a new- Caſt to a ſtubborn unthinking Nature, 


I deſire to expreſs my ſelf in all due Reſpect to 


Learning; Learning is good Armour to encounter 


imgroper Weapon to aflaul ignorant People, wha 
by Habit of unthinking, by a peculiar Indolence of I 


| Femper, are incapablè of ſceing and underſtanding 
the Beauty and Force of ſubſtantial Reaſoning. 
That weak Influence elaborate Diſcourſes have 


over Chriſtians of Education, is a Matter of com- 
mon Complaint, and can we imaging that Philoſo- 


hy and Eloquence, who by their Intereſt and 


Edu DnAde- 
ring che Situation. of Mankind, it was abſolutely 
neceſſary to furniſh the Diſciples with extraordi- 
vary Power, to ingble them to propagate the Work 
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ous India "ori __ 1 95 ſhould be ibs off by the 
Te 1 of, — Ar gument, that they 


1 7 9 9 en nh, 10 f de capable of knowin 
he Conſequences « Propoſitions ler out with * 
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= le Bulk of Mank ind appears to met to be now 
500 of e ſame Caſt, as it was in the Beginning 


the Goſpel, (I mean thoſe who are not inlight- 


| ned by the Boctrines f CIR ſubje& to If 50 ON 
ſame Weakneſſes, Paſſions 107 Ves; nd & 


"iy of 1 the Spirit and of the Power of God, the Primi- 
tive, Chriſtian Miſfionaries were impow red to, give : 
in Proof of their Do&rines. Upon the Force 


capable of and cores by t hat. Dein6n neon = 


. 0 juſt mentioned, T am inclined! to believe 
that the Grant. of the extraordinary Miniſterial 


a Powers i is nly ſuſpended, and that wh n the __ 
_ Extraordinary Miniſteriat Power is neceſſat 


the Work of the Miniſtry, and to edify the Boch 
1 of Chriſt, that God will take off the Suſpenlion, and 


regrant New Life and Vigour to the Miniſterial 
Commiiſſi on. 


The Minitet ia 


Church: I hate no Inclination to güeſs at the 
| Grounds of this Contempt of the Clergy; 4 
true it is, that the belt ot this Name have been vi 


treated by wicked Men: (g) Ahab hared Mics 


_  zxh becauſe he never phat good, but always 


Evil unto him: () Elijah was Tet gut à8 4 Di- 
ſturber of Tract: And (c) St. Paul was hated IF 


the Galatians becauſe he e told them the 1 281 
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g adorn that Office they pretend to bah 
Mb 
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op who now have the Honour to es in the 
iniſtry of the Goſ! el, cannot expect to fare bet- 
ter tha had their Bi Predeceflors i in that Office, and t6 
eſcape. the Tr cya of criie} Mockings/ from wicked 
People, who" ridicule cvery thing that is {crivus, 
and turn the Belief of a Future State and of their 


own Immortality into a Jeſt ; but bleſſed is that 


Miniſtry that is period and hated by ſuch evil 
People : Their bir Encomiums defile, and their 
bfighteſt Characters reproach, Whefi their SneEfs 


r and 3dd' true Luſtre to it, in the Opinion of 


all good Pe ople. 


The Migitterjal Character i is ſecure i in the Hearts 


and Affe ions of all thoſe Ped; ple, whoſe Hearts 
and Affections are of Value, it will ſtand to the 
End of the World, it will be protected by its Ma- 
ſter Chriſt Jeſus, ſo that the Gates of Hell can ne- 
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errupte 
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Have lately entertained 
ſecond Letter to my Lord o 


to that Opinion I have of fuch Matters. I 


in my Excuſe, you have twice offered your private 


Thoughts to my Lord in this Controverſy. 


It is your way to talk great thro all your Letter, 


and to pretend to Demonſtration and Certainty, 
but really your new way of Reaſoning hath not 


Force enough to take me with it; therefore give 
me leave to propoſe to your Conſideration .thoſe 
Arguments which move me to diſagree with you 


in the Buſineſs of the uninterrupted Epiſcopal Suc- 
ceſſion in the Church. N 


Fg 


You 


iy ſelf with your 
ond Letter | of Bangor, in which 
you have advanced ſome Things very cross 


5 you will not expect an Apology for this 
Trouble, fince I have your own Example to plead 


1 


d | 


are uſed in aa 
brought from the Weak 


[ 41 J 


Tou have'tightly obſerved, that God Almighty 


hath  youchſafed to convey his Bleſſings to the 


9 - : «4 


Wotld thro' the Miniſtry of Men, under rhe Patri- 


archicaf, Mofaical, and Chriftian Diſpenſations: 
And we are taught that this is good Divinity in 


"thoſe Scriptures, where we read ; (a) That God or- 


Hains Strength out of the Mouths of Babes and Suck- 


tings; and. that we have the (2) Treaſure of Divine 


Gifts convey'd to us in Earthen Veſſels. © 


That Authority Men have to diſpenſe to their 

- Brethren the Bleſſings of God, doth not flow from 
their P erſonal or Human Qualification s, but Roth 
the Powers of their Divine Commiſſion, and their 


natural Weakneſs and Fallibility doth not make 


them incapable of conveying the cri i of God 

om God, 
and Man is only the Inſtrument of Conveyance. 1 
entirely agree with you, that all Arguments that 


inſtrumentally, in that the Blefling comes 


this Poſition, which are 


Devil, preached the Goſpel, and worked Miracles. 


It is very good Proteſtant Divinity, that the 
Virtue and Efficacy of the Divine Appointments 
doth not depend upon the Perſonal Diſpoſitions of 
the Minifters of them, but upon the Bleſſing of 
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he Weakneſs and Fallibility of the 
Inſtrument of Conveyance, are very weak and in- 
concluſive; yea, I dare ſay more, that this Method 
_ of Reaſoning is contrary to Scripture, where it is 
plain, that Men are thoſe ordinary Inſtruments 
— God uſes in conferring his Bleſſings upon Men, and 
tthat God hath occaſionally, to illuſtrate his Provi- 
dence, made uſe of wicked Inſtruments to carry 
his Bleſſings to the World; infamous (c) Balaam 
was appointed to bleſs Iſrael in the Name of God; 
and it is probable that (d) Judas, who is called a 


00 2 Cor. 4. 7. | (% Num. 23. 18. 
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God. We are not concerned in what Rome ſpeaks 
about the Intention of the Prieſt ; this is an enſna- 
ring Doctrine, fitted up to aggrandiſe the Miniſte- 
rial Character, and to perplex the Quiet of tender 
„ . LO Ee. 

| You are pleaſed to point out my Lord of Bangor, 


AS an Enemy tO this Doctrine: But give me leave 

to obſerve, That when my Lord's Properly and 

Abſolutely are taken into the Queſtion, his 
Thoughts are upon the Square with the Proteſtant 


' Notions: Infallible and abſolute Benedict ions, Con- 


firmations, and Conſecrations, are ndt yet taken 


into the Proteſtant Schemes. Rome hath theſe 
things in her Doctrines, and talks magnificently 
upon them; and indeed ſome Reformed Writers 
who are of your way of thinking, have carried theſe 


things to an unuſua] Height; and when my Lord 


is pleaſed to call theſe Matters Nicetics and Trifles, 
he hath his Eye in thoſe diminutive Epithets, upon 


theſe, Docttines as they appear in the Dreſs the 


Nonjur ing Way hath put upon them. 


- w 


This is preliminary: come to the un- 
Interrupted Epiſcopal Succeſſion; the Point I pro- 


poſe to handle with you at this time: you ſpeak of 


this in that uſual Aſſurance which adorns your Let- 


ter: But methinks it had been very proper for you 


to have conſidered theſe two Matters, before you 
had formed ſuch peremptory Concluſſons. 


I. Whether Rome at the Reformation was 4 true 


Church quoad effe. . 


II. Whether the Ordinations ſhe Se after her | 


Fall into Idolatry and Hereſy were valid. 


Let me obſorve, that all you have dictated Magi- 
ſterially upon the uninterrùpted Epiſcopal Succeſſi- 


on, will ſtand for nothing unleſs you can ſtoutly 


defend theſe two Points: I ſhall talk with you 2 
little about theſe Matters by and b. I am 


I am now come to the un- 


3 1 


I am apt to believe that we are agreed, that the 


Powers of the Chriſtian Miniſtry are not proper, 
Abſolute, and infallible, but miniſterial and officia- 


ry, which receive their Vigour and Efficacy from 
the Bleffing of God, who in the ordinary Methods 
_ of his Providence, vouchſafes to convey ſupernatu- 
ral Graces to Men, theo' the Hands of Men, taken 
(e) from among Men, and ordained for Men, in things 
. id googimihe -raga 


% 


WEE | ; | wy | 
Let me ſay we are agreed that the ordinary In- 


ſtruments appointed by Chriſt to convey the Mini- 


fterial Authority to ſele& Men, and to perpetuate 


it in the Church, are thoſe ſuperior Church Offi- 


cers we call Biſhops; Revelation looks this way, 
and that Ambiguity there is in the Style of Scrip- 
ttures, in reſpe& to the Name of Biſhop, is clear d 
up by the eldeſt Writers of the Church, and in 
particular by Ignatius an Apoſtolical Man. 
Our preſent Difference is about the Uninterrup- 
tion of the Epiſcopal Succeſſion: The Truth of the 
Matter is, Epiſcopacy is the ordinary Method of 
conveying Miniſterial Authority, and of perpetua- 
ting that Authority in the Church: But you think 
this Method of Conveyance is abſolutely neceſlary 
to conſtitute a true Church, and to confer Autho- 


rity on Men, to act miniſterially in it: And to ſup- 


port this Opinion, you find it very proper to aſ- 
ſert the Uninterruption of the Epiſcopal Succeſſion: 
But 1 cannot think this Method of conveying Mi- 
niſterial Authority abſolutely neceſſary to conttituta 
a true Church, and that for this Reaſon, becauſe 
there appears to me, to have been a very critical 
Juncture of Time, when the Chain of the Epiſco- 
pal Succeſſion was broke, as I ſhall ſhew in the Se- 
quel of this Letter, and when it became neceſlary 
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to have recourſe to an extraordinary Method of 
calling Men into the Miniſtry. 

Extraordinary Allowances have been. 8 
granted to extraordinary Caſes; and ſo it hath been 
nin all the Diſpenſations of God's Will to Men, 

wherein the Legiſlator hath preſcribed poſitive In- 
ſtitutions for the Obſervance of Men: Thus Cere- 


monies and Sacriſices, external Regulations, and 


| poſitive Inſtitutions, which were of. Divine Ap- 
pointment under Moſes, were regularly ſuſpended 
whenever they happen'd to interfere. in the Cir- 


cumſtances of Obſervance, with the eternal Laws 
of Morality, or to become impracti cable by the in 


tervening of Accidents and Neceſſities. 
A very full Ulwſtration-of this, we have in = 


Caſe of f ) Zippora's cirtumciſing her own Son. 
According to the Divine Inſtitution of the Sacra- 


ment of Circumciſion, This Work was to be done 
by the Maſter of the Family; but here being an 


extraordinary Caſe, Moſes — diſabled to do his 
Duty in this reſpect, by the Conſternation he was 
under, upon the terrible Appearance of the An- 


gel; God Almighty did accept of the charitable 


Work of Zippora, and ſtop the Proſecution that was 


out againſt Moſes. for his Neglect. Is it not plain in 
the Caſe before us, that the Obligations of the 


poſitive Laws of God are ſuſpended by extraordi- 
nary Accidents, and that the Legiſlator doth ac- 


_ cept of the charitable, tho unauthorized Interpo- 


fitions of Men in uncommon. Caſes N 


The holy Prophets are clear in concluding that 


poſitive eee of Divine Appointment, which 


derive their Obligations from the arbitrary Impo- 


ſition of the Legiſlator, are ſuſpended whenever 


5 W an with the Moral 0080s + And our, 
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Lord handles this Caſe in his Goſpel, and deter- 


mines that theſe things we ought to do; namely, 
that we ought to obſerve the Moral Duties, which 
he calls the (g) weightier Matters of the Law in the 


flüirſt Place, but not ſo as to leave the other poſitive 
Precepts undone, when the Obſervance of them 
_ doth not treſpaſs upon the ſuperior Duties of eter- 


nal Morality; and when they happen to interfere, 


that then Mercy is to be before Sacrifice. 


* 


The Matter that now lies before me for Diſpatch, 


L » 


is to ſhe w you that there are inſuperable Difficul- 


ties in making out the uninterrupted Epiſcopal 
Succeſſion, as the Proof of this depends, as I have 
before obſerved, upon Rome's being a true Church 
quoad eſſe, after ſhe was fallen into Hereſy and Ido- 


latry; This is the Rock upon which the uninterrupt- 


ed Epiſcopal Succeſſion is built, and if it can be 
ſubſtantially. proved that Rome after her Fall into 
Hexeſy and Idolatry, was no true Church quoad 
eſſe, then it will follow by a clear Conſequence, 
 that-all the Ordinations in her, after ſhe ceaſed to 
be a true Church quoad eſſe, are meer Nullities; 


then the Epiſcopal Succeſſion we derive from her 


Ordinations, will evidently appear to be broke. 


Sive me leave to obſerve, that our old Refor- 
mers at Home and Abroad were generally of this 


Opinion, that Rome after her Fall into Hereſy and 
Idolatry, ceaſed to be à true Church quoad efſe - 
and in this the Reformers agreed with the antient 
Church of the Vaudeis, and with the Bobemian Bre- 
thren of the Faborite way: You know very, well, 
tor I am ſpeaking to one who is not ignorant of 
theſe Matters, that it was a cuſtomary thing amongſt 
the Reformers, to call the Biſhop of Rome the Man 
of Sin, and the Apoſtate Roman Church, Babylow 
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the Great, the Mother of Hatlots, and of the A 
8 of the Earth. 


9 was embraceck as pode Pratefin 
Piri y the greateſt Part of our cſtabliſh'd 


Clergy, and univerſally by the whole Body of the 
uritan Diffenters : Hence it was that when n Biſhop 
Laud in his Controverſy with the Jeſuit,” had allow. 


ed the Church of Rome to be'a true Church quad 
eſſe, that this Conceſſion of his was very ill receiy'd, 
and clamor'd againſt as a New Doctrine; and his 
mo made great uſe of it to inflame the People 
ainſt him, as a Favourer of Rome: The Truth 


it is, Rome before this had not received ſuch 


. Engen from the Pens of the Reformed Way. 


Tr is not my Bufinefs to defend our Reformers 1 in 


| thofe bitter Characters they beftow'd u Rome 
1 know there have been former! 


great Names who think hrs en on this Affair. 


But we muſt ſay this for the Reformers, that there 
zs a vaſt Similitnde in the Faſhion of the Poctrines 
ol corrupt Rome, to what the Scripture ſpeaks of 
the Man of Sin, and of Babylon the Great, and 


that our Reformers had Authority to take Rome up 


upon Syſpicion, and that they did not wander in 
What they ſaid, from the Character of good Divines 


and T extuaries 80 much for the "proven oe the 


| Reformers. : 
"3." 2am now to put you in ging; that it was 
the Opinion of the Primitive Church, that Hereſy 
in Fundamentals did vacate the Clerical Miffion, 
and reduce the Heretical Clergy into the Condition 
of Laymen. This Point is hiſtorically and fully 
ſettled i in a Piece lately publiſh'd by the learned and 
A Ghar now (Þ) Mr. Bingham, to which I refer you. 
| t now will become of the Heretical ws. * . 
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now are, 
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the Church, being deſtroyed upon granting Romi 
to err in Fundamentals; ſome Proteſtant Writers 
amongſt us, to guard the Succeſſion againſt this 
Aiſmal Shock, are pleaſed to allow Rome to be Or- 
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Rome? We cannot derive our Epiſcopal Succeſſion 


from them; they had loſt their own Authority by 
their Hereſy, and conſequently had no Right to 
convey any to thole they ordained ; what I beſeech 
you will you now do with the uninterrupted Epiſ- 
copal Succeſſion * Where will you And it? Roe, 
Church, after her Fall into Hereſy, had no Clergy, 
and was no Church. 3 | 


: oy 


according to the ſtanding Doctrine of the Primitive 


It is the Opinion of Rome herſelf, that Hereſy 
_ "doth unchurch the Heretical Body of Chriſtians : 
It is upon the Strength of this Doctrine that ſhe is 
pleaſed to unchurch the Eaſtern Church; the calls 
dhe Miſtake about the Filiog; which the Greek 
Church hath embraced, Heretical; and upon this as 


vou well know, ſhe hath declared her to be no 
Church. Rome, thou ſhalt be judg d out of thy own 
Mouth, thy Hereſy of Idolatry, thy Hereſy of ſub- 
ordinate Mediators, thy Hereſy of Image 3 

. 


according to thoſe Notions thou haſt of Here 


doth unchurch thee, and vacate the Orders of thy 
Ihe uninterrupted Succeſſion in the Miniſtry of 


thodox in Fundamentals, and to err only circa fun- 


damentalia: No leſs a Man than Archbiſhop Land 
goes away with this Complemental Diſtin@ion ; 
a bac T think the Diſtin&ion hath little Weight in it, 
and that we have no Occafion to be ſo civil to Rome 
to ſerve our own Turn: Is not Idolatry, that which 


they give to their breaden God, a fundamental 


Error? (I mean their tranſitive Worſhip) Is not 


this a plain Contradiction to the Divine Command 


which forbids Images? Is not their Doctrine about 


ſubordinate Mediators a fundamental Error, quite 
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(who deny Chriſt to be the F 
Wach is a Mediatorial Headſhip, that will expire 
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contrary to the 90870 of the Mediitorial Head- 
Mhip of Chriſt ? It is very ſtrange that Proteſtant 
Wri riters ſhould thus contradict plain Scriptures, 
only to ſerve the Hypotheſis, r an uninterrupted 
Succeſſion. 

III. What hath been bithetto offered, 2 are 


7 the corrupt Church of Rome to be no true 


quoad eſſe , from the Authority of the Peeters 
Church, and from the Opinions of the Reformers, 


I ſhall endeavour to eſtabliſh by the better Authori- 
ty of (i) Scripture. It is a Principle univerſally re- 
_ ceived, that Publick and Authoritative Errors in 
Fundamentals do unchurch the erring. Society of 
Chriſtians : The Belief that Chriſt is the Head by 555 


his Church is a Fundamental of the Goſpel; jog 's 


Error in the Belief of this Article, 85 40 10 fe 3 
or in 


a Opinion of Chriſtians, as it is an 
undamentals, doth unchurch the erring Society of 


f Chriſtians. 0 


This Headſip of Chriſt is mediatorial, beſtowed 


5 him by Cod the Father, in Reward of his 


yernment of Chriſt, 
ead of his Church, 


ediatorial Headſhip and Gg 


when the Occaſions for his Mediation are ceaſed, 


in the Glorification of the Church, and in the en- 


tire Conqueſt of all its Enemies) err fundamentally, 


and unchurch themſelves, becauſe they want one 
of the in tegral Parts of a Church, a Belief in the 

 Mediatori: 

inmplied in St. Peter's Confeſſion, the very thi 


Headſhip of Chrift ; the main Point 


"a 


our Lord calls the ns. NEO. AIP * , wo 


ge 16:16, 16. Nom. 199. li 2 l, 5. 20 
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fferings for Men. Now thoſe People who deny the 
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What Rome doth in this Matter is plain in her 
Miſſals, upon the Feſtivals of her Saints: She is 
ſomething nicer now in this Point than ſhe was be- 
fore the Reformation; but yet there is Error and 
Hereſy enough in her. Conſtitution to make her 
Churchſhip a Queſtion, for her Mediators of Inter- 
ceſſion are inconſiſtent with the Oneneſs of the Me- 
diatorial Headſhip of Chriſt; a Hereſy in Funda- 
mentals, that doth unchurch according to her own 
Opinion of Hereſy. VV 

Once more, and I have done: In the Infancy of 
the Reformation, thoſe wha manag'd the Intereſts 
olf Rome, preſſed briskly upon the Reformers the 
Neceſſity of an uninterrupted Epiſcopal Succeſſion ; 
__ © and in this they thought they might have ſome Ad- 
vantage againſt us; and in the Beginning of Queen 
Elizabegh when the Reformation began to revive, 
the Romaniſts renew'd this Controverſy, and en- 
 deavour'd, to diſgrace the Ordination of Matthew 
Parksr With the Seory of the Notes” Head Ordintti- 
on; but ſince this Matter hath been clear'd up by 
our Maſon, and Bramhall, they have given us no 


more trouble upon this Head. 85 


The old Reformers did not much concern them- 
ſelves with the Succeſſion; but what they moſtly 
did was to prove Rome to be an Idolatrous and 
Heretical Church, and conſequently the Neceflity 
%% hor Communion, A 0 : 
Rome was very uneaſy under the Impreſſion of 
this Charge, and pleaded that theſe Words of 
-Chriſt, (k) I will be with you always, unto the end of 
the World, did imply that Chriſt would have a per- 
pres Church upon Earth, and that the 
Church of Rome muſt be the true viſible Church of 
Chriſt, there being no other viſible Church in the 
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Nog & Will have a true vifible Church in dhe Earth 
to the End of the World, and that the Scripture 
uſed in this Controverſy can mean nothing Tels; 

But we are not, 1 humbly conceive, under any 
Neceſſity ty to allow Rome. to be a true. Church uo 


eſſe, in that we can find a Church without the Pale 


of the Weſtern Patriarchate, profeſſing the Eſſentials 
of F and worſhipping God without 1 
dolatry. py 
I will not diſp ate the Intereſt of the Greek Church 
with Rome; tho by the by, the Filioq; is no Matter 
of Faith, and ſhe hath been Eatnell defended in 


this Point againſt the Charge of Rome by our 
Stillingfl-et « 1 will not put them off with this inde- 


finite Anſwer, when they ask us where our Church 


Was before Luther, that it was where the Church of 


Iſ-ael was, under the grand Apoſtacy that happen- 


cd i in her in the Reign of Ahab; that our Church, 
and re Church of Chriſt, was amongſt thoſe : 
Sec Thouſand Knees who had not _ bowed to : 


Baal. 


This Anfwer is gogd; for altho' it is true, that 
Chriſt will have a viſible Society of Worſhippers to 

the End of the World, yet it doth not hence follow _ 
I this viſible true Church of Chriſt will be mag- 
 vificent and glorious; the Scriptures only ſpeak of 


a true Church And 4 Church in Perſecution, a 


Church i in Tens and Caves of the Earth, a Church 
of true Believers in Mountains and Valleys, ade a 


quately anſwers the Scripture Account of it. 
The learned Doctor Alix in his Hiſtorical Re- 
marks upon the Condition of the Church of Chriſt 


in the Halick Dioceſe, hath furniſh'd us with a di- 
rect Anſwer to this Quere, Where was your Church 
before Luther? This learned Man hath proved the 
Church in the 7talick Dioceſe did not fall in with 
rhe idolatry and Corruption of Rome betore the 
| Ecventh +» 
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eventh Century, and that ſhe preſerved till then, 
Chriſtianit 8 enough to denominate and conſtitute 

ber a true 
of the Vaudois ſeparated themſelves from the Church 
eſtabliſh d in the Halick Dioceſe in this Century, u p- 
on jp Score of the Corruptions that were come in- 
to her, and nes in her a true Succeſſion. of 
Ph Apoſtolical Do ctrines and Government. So when 


197 asks us Where our Church was before Luther? 
We can ſay and prove that it was in the Jtalick 


' Dioceſe, and in the Church of the Vaudois. A brave 
Generation of Chriſtians, who were perſecuted, 


afflicted, and tormented, for the ſake of a good 
Conſcience, and for the Teſtimony of the Truth as 


it is in Jeſu, by the Power of Idolatrous Rome. 
I pre 


Point, and diate to your Superiors. 


Give me leave to obſerve that our Chriſtianity 
and Churchſhip doth not depend upon this Nicety 


of the uninterrupted Epiſcopal Succeſſion: Extra- 
ordinary Caſes allow of extraordinary Methods; 


the poſitive Inſtitutions of God are to give way to 
greater Duties, as hath been proved. The Truth 


of the Matter is, it is our Duty and Intereſt, where 


the Epiſcopal Succeſſion can be found, to come in- 
tirely into it. 


But when this poſſibly cannot be 3 or 
when the Epiſcopal C H 0 R CH upon an Eſtz- . 
bliſhment will not come into a Reformation of 

Errors, nor ordain Men into the Miniſtry of 
the Church, without ſubſcribing to Errors of a 
damnable Malignity; or when the CHURCH 


eQabliſh'd falls into Idolatry, and unchurches her- 


ell, and ceaſes to have a Right to confer Orders: 


„ 4 May 


hurch of Believers; and that the Church 


ume enough hath been offer'd to ſhew you ö 

25 that uninterrupted Succeſſion is a Matter difficult 

8 be proved, and that my Lord of Bangor was not 
out in calling it a Nicety, altho' you {well in this 5 


x FS”. 4 ; 
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* Mas Fel | oſs 89880 ale 10 W 9 | 
*hathimade known the Danger of living itt the Com- 
Munion of an Idolatrous Church; -whis believeFhat - 
dne Idolatrous Church is no ttue Church 3 ub "Ml 
And that her Right to ördain Men into the Mini- 
try is vacated by her Hereſies; May not theſe 
"Food Chriſtians chuſe amongſt themſelves godly 
And able Men, Men of good Report among the 
Brethren, to ſerye in holy Things? May they nor 
ſupply the ee che Charch by an EX traor- 
| Wong way? 1 1 | 
I do not ſee how we can N the Proteſtant | 
Churches Abroad, or our own Miſſion into the Mi- 
niſtty at Home, without ſome very favourable Con- 
ſtruction of the uninterrupted Succeſſion: the Chufch 
bdf Rome from whoſe Hands we derive the Succeffion 
ken you talk ſo much about, being no true Charch 
N elle, being unchurched by Idolatry and Heteſy. 
Sir, It is your Promiſe you have given us coclear 
5 4 the Matter of the unintetrupred Sueceſſion, that 
encourages me to trouble you with my Thoughts | 8 
upon this delicate Subject: I am ſenſibſe of my un- 
| fitneſs to make a Figure in Controverſy I write noe 
for Triumph and Glory, but to gain furthet Satis- 
faction in a Point, you ſeem by your confident 
talking upon it, tõ have much Rated; aid 1 do 
aſſure you when you have cleared up this Matter, 1 
| will readily N chat er vice du have done 
. me. Fe > : doe a 
But in the mean time, 1 Altitude n m Com- 
| plemienits in the fine Words of our Chillin worth < 
(a) Since God hat / aut horixed no Man to Rik; all 7 Men 
. to 4 Unity of Opinions, I think it beſt to chute; 72 s 
a ſelves with, and perſwade others to 4 Unity F 
Aud mutual ens nog 720 HARE . 
79 $5109 Mone moſt obedient erb ante * 
F238 hols * Aut hom Holbiook, * 
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